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QUICK OVERVIEW 
© CNN: https://www.cnn.com/2013/04/14/us/toni-morrison-fast-facts/index.html 
Retrieved 20 August 2019 

 
Personal: 
Birth date: February 18, 1931 
Death date: August 5, 2019 
Birthplace: Lorain, Ohio 
Birth name: Chloe Anthony (Toni) Wofford 
Father: George Wofford 
Mother: Ella Ramah (Willis) Wofford 
Marriage: Harold Morrison (1958-1964, divorced) 
Children: Slade and Harold Ford 
Education: Howard University, B.A., 1953; Cornell University, M.A., 1955 
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https://www.cnn.com/2013/04/14/us/toni-morrison-fast-facts/index.html
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Other Facts: 
Is the first African-American woman to win a Nobel Prize. 
Wrote the libretto for "Margaret Garner," which premiered in 2005. 
 

 
© Timothy Greenfield-Sanders 

 

Timeline: 
1955-1957 - Teaches at Texas Southern University. 
1957-1964 - Teaches at Howard University. 
1963-1983 - Works as an editor at Random House. 
1970 - "The Bluest Eye" is published. 
1973 - "Sula" is published. 
1977 - "Song of Solomon" is published. 
1981 - "Tar Baby" is published. 
1984 -1989 - Serves as the Albert Schweitzer Professor of the Humanities at the State University 
of New York in Albany. 
1987 - "Beloved" is published. 
1988 - Is awarded the Pulitzer Prize for "Beloved." 
1989-2006 - Serves as the Robert F. Goheen Chair in the Council of the Humanities at Princeton 
University. 
1993 - Is awarded a Nobel Prize in Literature. 
1998 - The film version of "Beloved," starring Oprah Winfrey and Danny Glover, is released. 
2000 - Is awarded the National Humanities Medal. 
2001 - Is given the Pell Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Arts. 
2001 - Is given the Enoch Pratt Free Library Lifetime Literary Achievement Award. 
2004 - "Remember: The Journey to School Integration" is published. 
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2004 - Is awarded the NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work-Fiction for "Love." 
2005 - Is given the Coretta Scott King Award for "Remember: The Journey to School 
Integration." 
2010 - Morrison's son Slade dies from pancreatic cancer. 
May 2012 - Is awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama. 

 

 
Receiving Medal of Freedom © Associated Press 

 
2013 - Wins the NYC Literary Honors for Fiction. 
April 2015 - Morrison is announced as the 2016 Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry at 
Harvard University. 
2017 - "The Origin of Others" is published. 
2018 - Oprah Winfrey presents Morrison with The Center for Fiction's "Lifetime of Excellence in 
Fiction" honor. 
2019 - The documentary "Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am" premieres at the Sundance Film Festival. 
August 5, 2019 - Morrison dies at Montefiore Medical Center in New York. 

 

 
Receiving the Nobel Prize © Associated Press 
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BIOGRAPHY 
© https://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/chloe-ardelia-wofford-3079.php 
Retrieved 20 August, 2019 

 
Toni Morrison, born Chloe Ardelia Wofford on February 18, 1931, was a novelist and professor 
who had won several prestigious awards for her literary works. As the recipient of the Nobel 
Prize in Literature and the Pulitzer Prize among many other awards, she was one of the most 
brilliant authors in the genre of African American literature. The seeds for her future profession 
were sown by her father who told her stories and fables of the African culture which influenced 
her writings. Primarily a professor by profession, she began writing as a part of an informal 
group of writers and poets, and published her first novel ‘The Bluest Eye’. The critical reviews 
she got for her debut motivated her to write more. She developed a style of writing that is 
characterized by epic themes, descriptive dialogues and rich depictions of Black American 
culture. She went on to write several other novels that were critically appreciated and won her 
numerous awards. Her novel, ‘Song of Solomon’ was the first novel by a black writer to be 
chosen the main selection of the Book-of-the-Month Club in almost four decades. She was 
already famous by the time the novel ‘Beloved’ was published but this book took her popularity 
to greater heights. The novel won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction and was later made into a film of 
the same name. 
 
Childhood & Early Life 
     She was born as one of the four children of Ramah and George Wofford. She hailed 
from a working class family. Her father was a welder who also worked at other odd jobs while 
her mother was a domestic worker. 
     Her family instilled in her a love for reading and storytelling; Jane Austen and Leo 
Tolstoy were among her favourite authors. She was a good student and graduated with 
honours from Lorain High School in 1949. 
     She enrolled at Howard University and received her B.A in English in 1953. She 
completed her Master of Arts in English from Cornell University in 1955. 
     
Career 
     She was appointed as an English instructor at Texas Southern University in 1955. She 
worked there for two years before returning to Howard in 1957 to teach English. 
     By 1964, she was married with two children. However, her marriage broke up and she 
moved to New York to work as a textbook editor. Later she found work as an editor at the New 
York City headquarters of Random House. 
     While working as an editor she played a vital role in bringing black literature into the 
mainstream by editing books by prominent black authors like Henry Dumas, Angela Davis, and 
Gayl Jones. 
     She joined an informal group of writers and poets who held meetings where they 
discussed their work. She wrote a short story for one such discussion that revolved around a 
black girl who wished to have blue eyes. She expanded this story into her debut novel, ‘The 
Bluest Eye’ in 1970. 

https://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/chloe-ardelia-wofford-3079.php
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     Her next novel ‘Sula’, published in 1973 was about the friendship between two girls in a 
black neighbourhood and how their friendship evolves and changes over time. 
     In her novel, ‘Song of Solomon’ (1977), she told of the life of Macon “Milkman” Dead III, 
an African American male. The book traces his life from birth to adulthood. This book was 
chosen for Oprah Winfrey’s popular book club. 
     She was appointed to the Albert Schweitzer chair at the University of Albany in 1984. 
She held the Robert F. Goheen Chair in the Humanities at Princeton University from 1989 until 
her retirement in 2006. 
     She published her best-known novel, ‘Beloved’ in 1987. The novel was set in post Civil 
War America and dealt with the story of an African American slave Margaret Garner who 
temporarily escaped slavery before being recaptured. 
     During the 1990s she wrote two novels: a historical novel ‘Jazz’ in 1992 and a novel 
about gender and class called ‘Paradise’ in 1997. 
     She was selected by the National Endowment for the Humanities for the Jefferson 
Lecture in 1996. The lecture is U.S. federal government’s highest honor for achievement in the 
humanities. 
     She wrote the English libretto for the opera ‘Margaret Garner’ in 2005. She had 
previously based her novel ‘Beloved’ on the life of the runaway slave Margaret Garner; this 
opera, too, was based on the same woman.  
 

 
 
 In 2011, she worked with opera director Peter Sellars and Malian singer-songwriter 
Rokia Traoré on a production called 'Desdemona'. It was a new look at William Shakespeare's 
tragedy Othello. 
     In 2012, her novel 'Home' was published. It was dedicated it to her son Slade Morrison 
who died of pancreatic cancer and with whom she wrote five children’s books. The novel 
depicts the story a Korean War veteran in the segregated United States of the 1950s. 
     Toni Morrison's last novel 'God Help the Child' was published in 2015. 
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Major Works 
     Her 1977 novel ‘Song of Solomon’ is one of her major novels. The book not only won the 
National Books Critics Award, but was also cited by the Swedish Academy in awarding her the 
Nobel Prize in Literature. 
     Her novel ‘Beloved’ inspired by the life of the escaped slave Margaret Garner was a 
critical success. The novel was later adapted into a movie starring Oprah Winfrey. She won the 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for her novel ‘Beloved’ in 1988. 
     She was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993 for her novels “which are 
characterized by visionary force and poetic import and gives life to an essential aspect of 
American reality.” 
     The National Book Foundation honoured her with the Medal of Distinguished 
Contribution to American Letters in 1996. The medal is awarded to a writer “who has enriched 
our literary heritage over a life of service, or a corpus of work." 
 
Personal Life & Legacy 
 She married Harold Morrison, a Jamaican architect and fellow faculty member at 
Howard University, in 1958. They had two sons and later divorced in 1964. Her son, Slade 
Morrison, worked with her on several books and literary projects. 
     Slade Morrison died of pancreatic cancer on December 22, 2010, at the age of 45. 
     Toni Morrison died of pneumonia on 5 August 2019, at Montefiore Medical Center in 
The Bronx, New York City, at the age of 88. 
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