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 The Seneca Falls Convention was the first women's rights convention. It advertised 
itself as "a convention to discuss the social, civil, and religious condition and rights of woman". 
Held in the Wesleyan Chapel of the town of Seneca Falls, New York, it spanned two days over 
July 19–20, 1848. Attracting widespread attention, it was soon followed by other women's 
rights conventions, including the Rochester Women's Rights Convention in Rochester, New 
York, two weeks later. In 1850 the first in a series of annual National Women's Rights 
Conventions met in Worcester, Massachusetts. 
 Female Quakers local to the area organized the meeting along with Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, who was not a Quaker. They planned the event during a visit to the area by 
Philadelphia-based Lucretia Mott. Mott, a Quaker, was famous for her oratorical ability, which 
was rare for non-Quaker women during an era in which women were often not allowed to 
speak in public. 
 The meeting comprised six sessions including a lecture on law, a humorous 
presentation, and multiple discussions about the role of women in society. Stanton and the 
Quaker women presented two prepared documents, the Declaration of Sentiments and an 
accompanying list of resolutions, to be debated and modified before being put forward for 
signatures. A heated debate sprang up regarding women's right to vote, with many – including 
Mott – urging the removal of this concept, but Frederick Douglass, who was the convention's 
sole African American attendee, argued eloquently for its inclusion, and the suffrage resolution 
was retained. Exactly 100 of approximately 300 attendees signed the document, mostly 
women. 
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 The convention was seen by some of its contemporaries, including featured speaker 
Mott, as one important step among many others in the continuing effort by women to gain for 
themselves a greater proportion of social, civil and moral rights, while it was viewed by others 
as a revolutionary beginning to the struggle by women for complete equality with men. Stanton 
considered the Seneca Falls Convention to be the beginning of the women's rights movement, 
an opinion that was echoed in the History of Woman Suffrage, which Stanton co-wrote. 
 The convention's Declaration of Sentiments became "the single most important factor in 
spreading news of the women's rights movement around the country in 1848 and into the 
future", according to Judith Wellman, a historian of the convention. By the time of the National 
Women's Rights Convention of 1851, the issue of women's right to vote had become a central 
tenet of the United States women's rights movement. These conventions became annual 
events until the outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861. 
 

 
 
 Lucretia Mott (née Coffin; January 3, 1793 – November 11, 1880) was an American 
Quaker, abolitionist, women's rights activist, and social reformer. She had formed the idea of 
reforming the position of women in society when she was amongst the women excluded from 
the World Anti-Slavery Convention held in London in 1840. In 1848 she was invited by Jane 
Hunt to a meeting that led to the first public gathering about women's rights, the Seneca Falls 
Convention, during which Mott co-wrote the Declaration of Sentiments. 
 Her speaking abilities made her an important abolitionist, feminist, and reformer; she 
had been a Quaker preacher early in her adulthood. When the United States outlawed slavery 
in 1865, she advocated giving former slaves, both male and female, the right to vote (suffrage). 
She remained a central figure in reform movements until her death in 1880. 
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 Elizabeth Cady Stanton (November 12, 1815 – October 26, 1902) was a leader of the 
women's rights movement in the U.S. during the mid- to late-1800s. She was the main force 
behind the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention, the first convention to be called for the sole purpose 
of discussing women's rights and was the primary author of its Declaration of Sentiments. Her 
demand for women's right to vote generated a controversy at the convention but quickly 
became a central tenet of the women's movement. She was also active in other social reform 
activities, especially abolitionism. 
 In 1851, she met Susan B. Anthony and formed a decades-long partnership that was 
crucial to the development of the women's rights movement. During the American Civil War, 
they established the Women's Loyal National League to campaign for the abolition of slavery, 
and they led it in the largest petition drive in U.S. history up to that time. They started a 
newspaper called The Revolution in 1868 to work for women's rights. 
 After the war, Stanton and Anthony were the main organizers of the American Equal 
Rights Association, which campaigned for equal rights for both African Americans and women, 
especially the right of suffrage. When the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 
introduced that would provide suffrage for black men only, they opposed it, insisting that 
suffrage should be extended to all African Americans and all women at the same time. Others in 
the movement supported the amendment, resulting in a split. During the bitter arguments that 
led up to the split, Stanton sometimes expressed her ideas in elitist and racially condescending 
language, for which her old friend Frederick Douglass reproached her. 
 Stanton became the president of the National Woman Suffrage Association, which she 
and Anthony created to represent their wing of the movement. When the split was healed 
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more than twenty years later, Stanton became the first president of the united organization, 
the National American Woman Suffrage Association. This was largely an honorary position; 
Stanton continued to work on a wide range of women's rights issues despite the organization's 
increasingly tight focus on women's right to vote. 
 Stanton was the primary author of the first three volumes of the History of Woman 
Suffrage, a massive effort to record the history of the movement, focusing largely on her wing 
of it. She was also the primary author of The Woman's Bible, a critical examination of the Bible 
that is based on the premise that its attitude toward women reflects prejudice from a less 
civilized age. 
 

 


